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Unity on Ukraine Is Unity on Peace
and Justice

Russia’s illegal invasion of Ukraine — a blatant attempt to
destroy an independent, sovereign state living peacefully within
recognized borders — has raised profound questions about the
world we want to live in and how international relations should
be managed in the future. One year on, the search for answers is
even more urgent, and it must involve countries near and far from
the war.

Failure to defend the core principles of sovereignty and
independence anywhere risks opening the door to autocratic
and aggressive regimes everywhere. To live in a world where
disputes between states are resolved through negotiations rather
than force, we must recognize that the war's challenge to the
post-1945 international order affects every country, regardless
of political system or alliance. In fact, it is smaller, less powerful
countries that will suffer most if the world divides into competing
blocs, as it did during the Cold War.

As a former secretary-general of the United Nations and a former
president of Colombia, we do not view the war in Ukraine with a
European or Western perspective. When we visited Kyiv in August
2022 at Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky's invitation, we did
so as members of The Elders, the group of independent leaders
that Nelson Mandela founded to advocate for peace, justice,
human rights, and a sustainable future on this planet. As Elders, we
are interested in ending wars, not winning them, and we believe it
is never too soon to start preparing for future dialogue to achieve a
just and sustainable peace in line with the UN Charter.

We look at this terrible war and its consequences through a global
lens. We understand that for countries experiencing inflation and
poverty because of the collapse of grain supplies and soaring
energy prices, defending international norms and holding Russia
accountable are less urgent issues than a food-security crisis that
is threatening millions of vulnerable people.
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Similarly, we understand why, at a time when geopolitical power
dynamics have become less predictable, some countries are
seeking to balance their political and economic interests in ways
they believe will help preserve their future security and prosperity.
For many countries in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, Western
talk about upholding the values of the “international community”
rings hollow, given rich countries’ failure to distribute vaccines
equitably during the COVID-19 pandemic, or to deliver long-
promised funding to tackle the climate crisis.

Still, the response from Asia, Latin America, and other parts of the
world beyond Europe and North America must not be to retreat
from international law and universal rights, or to remain neutral
toward what is happening in Ukraine. Contrary to what some
suggest, neutrality does not advance the prospects for peace; it
simply emboldens Russian President Vladimir Putin to persist in
his goal of destroying Ukraine, and may encourage similar acts of
aggression and territorial expansion elsewhere.

It has been 80 years since the Moscow Declaration, when the
wartime Allies committed to “a general international organization,
based on the principle of the sovereign equality of all peace-
loving states.” Today, we need a renewed commitment by all UN
member states to play their part in reinvigorating an equitable
rules-based order that protects and works for everyone, including
the least powerful.

Achieving and sustaining a revitalized international order requires
fairer systems of global governance and greater consistency in
applying the rules. Rising regional powers have a vital role to play
— and important choices to make — in this regard. Last year's G20
summit in Bali demonstrated how regional powers like Indonesia
can help bridge divisions. Political leaders reaffirmed the centrality
of the UN Charter and ensured that the Global South’s interests
were reflected in the debates and final commitments, such as on
food and energy security.

Now, the G20 presidencies of India, Brazil, and South Africa offer
an opportunity to build on Indonesia’s achievements over the next
three years. The current fault lines must not be allowed to obscure
the fundamental goal we all share: a world in which disputes are
settled peacefully and in accordance with international law and
human-rights obligations.

Restoring the credibility of the multilateral system demands more
than ethical leadership and moral consistency. It also requires
ambitious reforms to the global peace and security architecture
— a task that must include the thorny issue of reforming the UN

Security Council.

We need a system that is fairer, more representative, and capable of
taking decisive action in response to grave violations of the UN Charter.
As we move toward the Summit of the Future that UN Secretary-
General Anténio Guterres has planned for next year, we owe it not only
to the Ukrainian people but to all humanity to reject aggression and end
impunity for aggressors. That is how we can live up to the UN Charter's
promise of a world free from the scourge of war.

By. Ban ki-moon, Juan Manuel Santos

2023-03-17

Indonesia could benefit greatly from
achieving net zero sooner

Indonesia's energy transition must balance the needs of the people, the economy and the environment.

Kevin Rudd, Ban Ki-moon and Muhamad Chatib Basri

Canberra, Australia/Seoul/Jakarta

Kevin Rudd, a former Australian prime minister, is the global
president of the Asia Society and convener of the High-Level
Policy Commission on Getting Asia to Net Zero, where Ban Ki-
moon, a former United Nations secretary-general, and Muhamad
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Chatib Basri, a former Indonesian finance minister, are members.

In September, Indonesia joined the small list of countries that
actually responded to a formal call to strengthen their Paris
Agreement targets in 2022. Then, as host of the Group of 20
Leaders’ Summit in November, the country announced a series
of new targets, including its aim to reach 34 percent renewable-
energy generation by 2030, as well as peak its power sector
emissions by the same date and bring them to net zero by 2050.

President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo clearly spoke from the heart
when he remarked in his G20 opening speech: “We do not just
talk, but we take concrete steps.”

Why is Indonesia acting now? One reason is because economics
makes sense. In a new report released this week, we on the
independent High-Level Policy Commission on Getting Asia to Net
Zero unpack why this is the case.

Research we commissioned from Cambridge Econometrics
shows implementing Indone- sia’s official long-term strategy for
achieving net zero emissions by 2060 could boost the country’s
mid-term gross domestic prod- uct (GDP) by 5 percent and create
up to 2 million new jobs by the 2030s. Indonesia’s trade balance
could also ultimately improve by US$48 billion.

What's more, Indonesia’s concrete step forward on climate have
already attracted concrete resources.

To help the country achieve its newest goals, a group of developed
nations committed during the G20 last November to mobilizing
$20 billion over the next three to five years in what is known as the
Just Energy Transition Partner- ship (JETP). This newest influx
of finance complements at least four other schemes that aim to
help Indonesia transition to clean energy, including a plan backed
by the Climate Investments Funds that could potentially provide
$4 billion, as well as other efforts managed by Indonesia’s state-
owned infrastructure financing company PT SMI, national utility
PLN and the Indonesian Investment Authority.

But the crux is this: Now that money to support Indonesia's energy
transition is suddenly flowing, the country faces key decisions
in the next few months about how exactly it should chart its
course of decarbonization. Making the right choices at this
critical juncture could save Indonesia trillions of dollars, help its
most vulnerable populations thrive as it decarbonizes and reduce
emissions more quickly and efficiently.
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The evidence suggests Indonesia could significantly benefit from
taking more ambitious climate action, sooner. The research we
commissioned shows Indone- sia could avoid $3.8 trillion in in-
vestment requirements and peak its overall emissions by 2027 if
it targets net zero by 2050 while focusing on low-cost solar and
wind energy. Adverse impacts on household spending could also
be reduced by half in comparison to Indonesia’s current net-zero
pathway, which relies heavily on fossil fuels paired with expensive
carbon-capture technology.

Luckily, the climate finance earmarked for Indonesia created
a window of opportunity to seize these benefits, if Indonesia
continues apace.

As part of the JETP agreement, Indonesia committed to
developing an investment plan by mid 2023. It will also outline
a program to support workers and industries affected by
the transition. Getting these plans right, along with adopting
consistent and transparent policies to support them, will be
essential for the money to have the desired impact.

So, what concrete steps could Indonesia consider as it looks to
maximize the positive economic, social and climate outcomes of
its path to net-zero emissions?

Foremost is to continue reform- ing Indonesia’s energy markets
to favor lower-cost renewables like solar and wind while putting
an end to new coal power. One of the highest-impact measures
would prioritize using electricity from intermittent renewables
in real- time, while phasing out inefficient subsidies for coal and
other carbon-intensive fuels.

Indonesia might also temporarily relax regulations that mandate
solar components be produced within its borders. This would ac-
celerate deployment in the near- term while domestic suppliers
ramp up their capacity to meet Indonesia’s renewable energy
needs. Together, these reforms could lower investment risk while
enhancing long-term GDP.

At the same time, Indonesia could leverage its energy transition
to address more immediate development challenges like poverty
and inadequate infrastructure.

Revenues from the country’s nascent emissions trading scheme
and any repurposed fossil fuel subsidies could be channeled
toward social policies, such as through conditional cash trans-
fers to vulnerable households. This could shift incentives to ben-

efit people rather than entrenched fossil fuel interests, relieve
pressure on government budgets and buttress popular support
for the green transition.

To make its transition more equitable, Indonesia could also go “all
in” on green industries. An ambitious vision could take ad- vantage
of Indonesia’s critical resource endowments to expand production
of technologies needed for decarbonization. For a nation widely
expected to become the world’s fourth-largest economy by
2050, this would create attractive opportunities to reemploy
former fossil fuel industry workers while benefiting Indonesia
economically.

As one example, Indonesia already intends to capitalize on its
vast deposits of nickel, a key component of electric vehicle
(EV) batteries, to onshore EV supply chains. This could reduce
Indonesia’s emissions by creating a local EV industry while
enabling Indonesia to profit from EV exports (that, in turn, help
other nations decarbonize).

As manufacturing capacity expands, these so-called green
industries can be powered with non-fossil energy and grow,
while ensuring critical habitats are protected. This will position
Indonesia favorably to attract the growing market of global
customers who want to ensure their clean technologies are
produced cleanly, too.

Indeed, 2023 is a crucial year for Asia and Indonesia to lead on
climate. All eyes will be on Asia as the region hosts the Group of
Seven, G20 and the 28th United Nations Climate Conference, and
many developing economies in Asia will turn to Indonesia as chair
of the ASEAN summit.

The conditions are ripe for Indonesia’s leadership to build on its
global leadership as G20 host in 2022 by using its own domestic
example to demonstrate how green growth can enhance
prosperity and livelihoods.Last year, President Jokowi spoke of
taking concrete steps. If Indonesia continues to act decisively
on climate this year, these concrete steps could instead become
tangible leaps and bounds.

2023-04-20

The path to international tribunal
oh aggression in Ukraine must run through UNGA

By Ban ki-moon

A year after Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, the search
for a credible path towards peace, based on the United Nations
Charter, is ever more urgent. At the same time, mounting
evidence of war crimes and atrocities committed by Russian
troops against civilians in liberated Ukrainian territory reminds
us that there can be no lasting peace without justice.

On Feb. 24, 2022, the UN General Assembly voted by 141 to
7 for a “peace resolution” that reaffirmed global unity on the
core principles at stake: A just and sustainable peace, based on
sovereignty, territorial integrity and accountability.

Turning these words into concrete actions is our collective

Rescuers work at a residential building destroyed after a missile strike in
Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, on March 2, 2023. A Russian strike on an apartment
block in the city has killed at least two people, the city’s acting mayor said. (AFP/
Ukraine Emergency Ministry Press Service)
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responsibility. This is why the world needs to establish a special
international tribunal for the crime of aggression in Ukraine.
President Putin and others in Russia’s leadership must be held
accountable for their crimes, as Nazi Germany and imperial
Japan leaders were tried at Nuremberg and Tokyo after World
War .

Such a move is a vital complement to the recent indictment
of President Putin by the International Criminal Court for war

crimes.

In May/June 2010, as secretary-general of the UN, | attended
the Kampala Review Conference of the Rome Statute where a
historic agreement was reached between states from all regions
of the world on the definition of the crime of aggression.

More than a decade later, an act of aggression has been
committed by a permanent member of the UN Security
Council. It demands a unified, robust international response,
demonstrating to the Russian leadership and autocrats
everywhere that the fight against impunity supersedes
geopolitical divides.

The ICC cannot prosecute the crime of aggression in Ukraine
because Russia has not ratified its founding agreement, the
Rome Statute, and the UN Security Council will not make a
referral to the ICC given Russia’s veto power.

A special international tribunal can close this jurisdictional
gap, focusing on the crime of aggression as the supreme
international crime that encompasses all the acts and atrocities
that flow from it.

Momentum for such a tribunal is building, with more states
joining the core group that is working on accountability for
Russia's aggression, support from the European Union and the
establishment of a new center for evidence on the crime of
aggression in The Hague.

There is an active debate currently underway on the tribunal
model that should be adopted. In my view, it will be most
effective and legitimate if it can demonstrate broad international
support, including from Asia, Africa and Latin America, through
a UN General Assembly (UNGA) resolution recommending its
establishment.
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Some states, including those that publicly champion and defend
the rules-based international order, may have reservations about
the UNGA playing this kind of leadership role on accountability.
Others may be concerned that the pursuit of justice could make
peace less likely. But | have long believed that “peace versus
justice” is a false choice, and that we must pursue both with
equal vigor, in tandem.

| believe the best way to hold the top Russian leadership
accountable is through the establishment of an international
tribunal, based on international law and the Kampala definition
of aggression as a leadership crime.

The main alternative being put forward — a hybrid Ukrainian/
internationalized model based on Ukrainian law — risks being
unable to overcome immunities, and could place undue pressure
on the Ukrainian government. UN member states around the
world should unite behind its efforts to work toward the UNGA-
recommended international model.

At the Group of 20 Summit hosted by Indonesia in Bali in
November 2022, leaders agreed in the final communique that
“it is essential to uphold international law and the multilateral
system that safeguards peace and stability. This includes
defending all the purposes and principles enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations.

" President Putin, his ministers and generals have all shown their
contempt for these values by their actions over the past year.
The crime of aggression is, by definition, a leadership crime.
This must be the focus of the international community. The
individual responsibility of a political leader should not, however,
induce the collective responsibility of a whole nation and affect
international sporting or cultural exchanges.

An international tribunal would deliver on the shared
responsibility of all UN member states to tackle impunity and
defend the essence of the UN Charter. When this issue is put to
the UNGA, as | believe it must be, | hope political leaders across
the world, from Asia and Africa to Europe and the Americas, will
rise to the moment. Endorsing this approach will be a decisive
step towards a just and lasting peace in Ukraine and a victory in
the battle against impunity.

*** The writer is former United Nations secretary-general and
deputy chair of The Elders.

2023-07-06

We must hever give up on peace and justice

Dear friends,

Accountability lies at the
heart of The Elders’ mission
to support a peaceful, just
and sustainable world for all.
Over the past month, we have
undertaken a range of activities
with accountability at their core,
including the visit that Mary
Robinson and | made to Israel
and Palestine.

This was the first Elders’ delegation to the region since 2015, and
my first visit back since stepping down as Secretary-General of the
United Nations. | must say that | left my visit with a heavy heart.

The region is currently experiencing the highest level of violence
since the end of the second intifada in 2005, with a series of tragic
killings of Palestinians and Israelis taking place whilst we were
there. There is a distinct lack of political vision and leadership in
Israel, Palestine and among Israel's allies, who continue to revert
to a short-term approach. And the ‘one-state reality’ is now rapidly
extinguishing the prospect of a two-state solution.

During our three-day visit to the region, Mary Robinson and | met the
President of Israel, the Prime Minister of the Palestinian Authority
and a range of other Israeli and Palestinian political leaders and civil
society organisations, foreign diplomats, and former members of
the Israeli military and diplomatic service. We also heard from Israeli,
Palestinian and international human rights organisations about the
ever-growing evidence that the situation risks drifting into apartheid.

If the Israeli Government's current trajectory is not reversed,
pressure on it to reverse policies that violate international law
should be increased, with serious enforceable measures for
inaction. The Israeli people have the right to live in peace and
security and their fears of rocket and terror attacks must be taken
seriously, but their Government's policies are exacerbating rather
than de-escalating tensions.

The international community must also address double standards
on violations of international law. The indictment of Russian

President Vladimir Putin by the International Criminal Court (ICC)
for war crimes in Ukraine stands in stark contrast to the lack of
progress on the ICC's investigation into alleged crimes committed
in the occupied Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem.
Indeed, there should be no systemic impunity for any violators of
international law and human rights — wherever they are.

As Juan Manuel Santos reminded us during his speech at the UN
Security Council last month, the international community must
also better acknowledge and address the links between conflict
and the existential threat of the climate crisis. Each cannot exist
in isolation from the other: climate change exacerbates threats
to human security, while conflict impacts the environment in
numerous destructive ways. UNSC members must be held
accountable for their action or inaction on this pressing matter.

He said, "Despite the desire by some members of the [Security]
Council to treat climate change and security as separate issues,
in the real world the consequences of climate change and conflict
very clearly converge.” As he urged, bold leadership and multilateral
cooperation will be essential in tackling these interwoven challenges.

The links between conflict and the environment were at the
centre of Mary Robinson’s visit to Kyiv on 29 June as a member
of a high-level panel to investigate the impact of Russia’'s war
on Ukraine's environment. Mary Robinson travelled with other
panel members including the former Swedish Foreign Minister
Margot Wallstrom and climate activist Greta Thunberg for talks
with President Zelenskyy, with a particular focus on the recent
destruction of the Kakhovka dam and its devastating impact on
Ukraine's population, agriculture and environment.

The severity of these existential threats and the tragic impact of
protracted violence in so many parts of the world should compel
us never to give up on peace and justice. As Elders, we are
resolved to do all we can to drive forwards ethical leadership and
solidarity, because people living in conflict deserve better, as does
the planet we all depend on.

With thanks for your ongoing support,

Ban Ki-moon
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