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The Climate Crisis in Terms Trump Can Understand

The president is abandoning America's future by quitting the Paris climate accord.

By Ban Ki-moon and Patrick Verkooijen

Mr. Ban was secretary general of the United Nations. Mr.
Verkooijen is the chief executive of the Global Center on
Adaptation.

Nov. 7,2019

Firefighters working to contain the Easy fire in Simi Valley on
Oct. 30.Credit.. Kyle Grillot for The New York Times

President Trump made good on his promise this week to
withdraw from the Paris Climate Agreement. This wasn't a
surprise. But it still baffles us. Try as we might, we cannot
see how America’s interests are served by this decision.

Our climate emergency does not respect borders.
California’s forest fires will not burn less fiercely, and rising
sea levels will not spare Miami or Mar-a-Lago, just because
Mr. Trump has chosen to opt out of a treaty of nearly
200 nations that represents our best and only chance of
saving humanity from the catastrophic effects of rising
temperatures.

Let us put it in language Mr. Trump might understand. If
average global temperatures rise by the end of the century
by another one degree Celsius, or 1.8 degrees Fahrenheit,
there will be no winners on this planet. Only losers.

And those immigrants the president rails against? Expect
the trickle to become a flood. Climate change could force
1.4 million people to abandon their homes in Mexico and
Central America, according to the World Bank. That is
because one-third of all jobs in the region remain linked to
agriculture and climate change is making those livelihoods
more precarious. The best way to keep climate refugees
from the United States’ doorstep is to support a vigorous
and effective climate agreement that helps protect
America’s neighbors from the ravages of drought and
erratic weather patterns. But Mr. Trump is turning his back
on this opportunity.

The Paris Agreement is not a trade agreement. There is no
trade-off between Detroit, Youngstown and Pittsburgh, on
the one side, and Paris on the other. Tariffs and sanctions
will not make this problem go away.

Instead, the Paris Agreement is more like a collective
insurance policy, into which we all invest to protect our
futures. And like most insurance policies, it makes sound
business sense. The best investments we can make right
now are those that will protect our food, water and energy
sources, our transportation, homes and cities, and our
businesses and finances from the worst impacts of climate
change.

We must invest to adapt to higher temperatures, rising
seas, fiercer storms, water scarcity, wildfires — conditions
that are now inevitable. The Global Commission on
Adaptation estimates that investing just $1.8 trillion to build
climate resilience over the next decade would yield more
than $7 trillion in net benefits. That is a great return on
investment.

In other words, we can either plan now and prosper — or
do nothing and pay for the consequences later. It seems
to us that Mr. Trump is choosing to do nothing and let the
country pay later. How is this smart?

The Paris Agreement is a collaborative project, perhaps the
greatest collective undertaking ever attempted by mankind.
Is it perfect? No. Is it worth keeping? Definitely. Put
bluntly, it is the only weapon we have to fight our climate
emergency.

Bear in mind that the Paris Agreement is a work in progress.
There are standards and targets to be set, compliance
measures to be agreed on, budgets to be allocated. One
of the best things about the agreement is that nations
have pledged to share the fruits of innovation in low-
carbon technologies — for clean energy, zero-emissions
transportation, greater food security and sustainable
businesses and homes. The United States is a great
innovator and the Paris Agreement will undoubtedly be the
poorer without its participation. But equally, the country
had much to gain by joining in this collective endeavor.
Why miss out on the greatest technological and economic
transformation of our era?

Above all, the world will miss America’s talent, leadership
and ideas as we map out a low-carbon future. We
know American voices will still be heard — notably, the
thousands of local and state governments and businesses
in the United States that have made pledges to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions under a movement called
We Are Still In. They are proof that millions of Americans
still support the Paris Agreement, even if the current
administration does not.

It is not too late for Mr. Trump to reconsider his decision.
Staying in the Paris Agreement is the right thing to do,
for America’'s sake and for the rest of the world. Winston
Churchill is said to have once remarked that you could
always count on Americans to do the right thing, after
they'd tried everything else. We hope Mr. Trump proves him
wrong and stays in the Paris Climate Agreement — that he
does the right thing from the beginning.

Ban Ki-moon was secretary general of the United Nations
from 2007 through 2016 and is deputy chair of The Elders,
a group of global leaders. Patrick Verkooijen is the chief
executive of the Global Center on Adaptation.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to
the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of
our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@.

nytimes.com.

Follow The New York Times Opinion section on Facebook,
Twitter (@NY Topinion) and Instagram.
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Will we learn lessons for tackling climate change

from our current crisis?
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Patrick Verkooijen

(CNN)Crises tend to bring out some of the best and the
worst in us. We have watched in awe and admiration
as health care professionals have responded with
superhuman dedication to the Covid-19 pandemic. We have
heard neighbors serenading each other across balconies.
Car manufacturers are retooling to produce respirators and
face masks that are so desperately needed by hospitals
right now. Around the world, 1.7 billion people are staying
at home to slow down the spread of the virus, according
to The Guardian. Never, it seems, have there been so many
visible acts of collective solidarity, and of such magnitude.

But there have also been acts of craven selfishness.
Cyberattacks on Spanish hospitals, where thousands are
in intensive care. Profiteering and hoarding of life-saving
medical supplies. World leaders who put their citizens in
danger by denying the gravity of the situation.

What this shows is that as individuals and as communities,
we have a choice in how to respond to global threats. For
the greater good we can accept restrictions on how we live,
even at a cost to incomes and livelihoods - as 20% of the
global population is doing right now, as The Guardian wrote
-- or we can respond selfishly, seeking only what is right for
us, rather than the collective good of humanity.

These choices will continue to be important once Covid-19
is tamed. Because what should be clear is that other
threats, most notably our ongoing climate emergency, have
not gone away during the pandemic.

Many experts see a link between the two. Inger Andersen,
head of the United Nations Environment Programme, says
Covid-19 is a "clear warning shot" given that 75% of all
infectious diseases come from wildlife, and climate change
and the destruction of natural habitats are putting humans
into ever-closer proximity to animals.

"Nature is sending us a message," she says, as The
Guardian reported. Gernot Wagner, a climate economist

at New York University, tweeted that the virus is "climate
change on warp speed.”

Pope Francis, meanwhile, praying in a deserted St. Peter's
Square on March 28, said: "nor did we listen to the cry of
the poor or of our ailing planet. We carried on regardless,
thinking we would stay healthy in a world that was sick."

If nature is sending us a message, what is it saying?

It is telling us that we need to heal the planet if we want
to heal ourselves. That we must be respectful of the
boundaries between humans and other species; that we
need to adapt and alter our behavior. And while we make
these changes, we need to build our societies' resilience to
emergencies of all kinds, because our current planning and
preparation for viruses, for rising seas and other effects of
climate change, are not enough.

Whether you are dealing with a deadly virus or extreme
weather, prevention is always better than cure. It makes
economic sense to build greater resilience against climate
change now, in the same way that we must strengthen our
health care systems before the next pathogen strikes.

The Global Commission on Adaptation estimates that
investing just $1.8 trillion in building resilience against
climate change over the next decade could generate $7.1
trillion in total net benefits. Investment in green technology
and resilient infrastructure could help put our coronavirus-
shattered world back together again. Renewable energy
instead of coal; natural drainage systems instead of more
concrete to soak up water and avert floods; reforestation
instead of land clearances.

Around the world, governments are launching gigantic
stimulus packages to prop up their economies. But these
are being targeted exclusively within national borders; more
attention must be paid to helping those around the world
who need it most.

It is also clear to us that to avert disaster, countries will
need to help each other. World governments urgently
need to mobilize a global fund to help the world's poorest
countries cope with Covid-19. The precedent is there:
In the aftermath of the Ebola epidemic, the United

Nations established a trust fund and led the international
community to support recovery priorities. We believe
the whole UN system, the World Bank, the International
Monetary Fund and all regional development banks should
come together again to address the aftershocks of the
pandemic, including the global economic fallout.

If the virus is a shared global challenge, so too should be
the need to build resilience against future shocks. Emerging
and developing countries are the least prepared for the
arrival of Covid-19, just as they are most vulnerable to the
effects of climate change.

To avoid a protracted global recession, Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development Secretary-
General Angel Gurria has called for a response "akin to the
last century's Marshall Plan and New Deal -- combined." If
it does come about, we hope it will not forget those in the
developing world. For how these vast sums are invested
will determine our future.

Governments could opt for business as usual, perpetuating
our old way of life, or they could heed nature's Covid-19
warning and kick-start the transition to a low-carbon
future. This means investing in life-supporting systems
such as a stable climate, fresh air and clean water, and the
preservation of natural habitats.

The lifesaving benefits of building climate resilience are
already evident in countries that have invested in early-
warning systems against cyclones and hurricanes.
Tropical cyclones killed hundreds of thousands of people
in Bangladesh, a low-lying delta country, throughout the
20th century, but thanks to investment in warning systems,
evacuation drills and strong shelters, millions of people can
now shelter in safety before cyclones strike.

This pandemic is far from over, but it has already brought
certain truths (which should have been evident) into stark
relief: that viruses do not respect borders; that without
solidarity, we will not defeat this pandemic, because we are
only as safe as our most vulnerable people; that scientific
knowledge and advice matter; and that delay is deadly. The
same lessons hold true for our climate emergency.

If we are wise, we will start acting on these lessons now.
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| Was the Secretary-General of the U.N. Here's How
the Coronavirus Crisis Can Bring the World Together

BAH W - MO0

There is no precedent in living memory for the challenge that
COVID-19 now poses to world leaders.

The disease stands poised to cause a far-reaching economic
depression and a tragically high number of deaths. Its impact
will be felt in every corner of the world. To combat this historic
threat, leaders must urgently put aside narrow nationalism
and short-term, selfish considerations to work together in the
common interest of all humanity.

As a former Secretary-General of the U.N., | support the call
from my successor Anténio Guterres for an additional $2
billion in humanitarian aid to tackle the pandemic. This aid—
which will contribute to key efforts such as developing and
distributing tests, treatments and vaccines—is essential to
reducing the virus's spread.

| also urge global leaders, led by the U.N., to consider how
to develop a global governance system that can cope more
effectively with any pandemics that may occur in the future.
They should recommit to the values of the U.N. Charter,
and use other multi-lateral bodies—including the G-20,
the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank—to
proactively support the world's most vulnerable populations.

It is encouraging that G-20 leaders last month committed to
implementing any necessary measures to stop the spread of
the virus and to injecting $5 trillion into the global economy.
But these commitments need to be translated into immediate,
proactive assistance to vulnerable countries in Africa, South
Asia and Southeast Asia. Further, to ensure an effective
recovery, this cooperation will need to be strengthened

and sustained for some time. It is also crucial that border
restrictions and closures, as well as pre-existing sanctions
for countries like Iran, which have been severely affected
by the pandemic, do not prevent critical medical equipment
and supplies from being transported to where they are most
urgently needed.
COVID-19 shines a harsh light on the many profound
inequalities that scar our planet. Disparities of wealth between
and within countries now risk being exacerbated even further
by the pandemic.
Similarly, the constraints many countries have imposed on
movement and assembly are understandable and necessary
under the current circumstances, but legislators and
judiciaries must bear in mind that, if not carefully instituted,
these restrictions risk accentuating the marginalization of
vulnerable groups such as refugees, migrants and racial
minorities.
Respect for human rights, solidarity and justice need to
be at the heart of our response to COVID-19. We all have a
responsibility as global citizens to stay vigilant and not allow
authoritarian regimes to exploit the crisis to roll back rights
and democratic safeguards. Otherwise, we risk the prospect
of a future where rich countries have recovered and reinstate
“normal” patterns of social and economic interaction, but
poorer states remain ravaged, with their citizens excluded and
subject to new forms of discrimination.
Even before COVID-19 took hold, we were confronted by the
existential threats of climate change and nuclear weapons. In
January, | attended the unveiling of the “Doomsday Clock” in
Washington, D.C., when the clock’s minute hand was moved
closer to midnight than ever before.
The clock is still ticking, and these threats have been further
aggravated since the outbreak of COVID-19. But if the world
can show the necessary courage and leadership today, we will
be better placed to tackle equally grave challenges tomorrow.
Ban is the deputy chair of the Elders, an independent group
of global leaders, and served as Secretary-General of the U.N.
from 2007 to 2016
This article is part of a special series on how the coronavirus
is changing our lives, with insights and advice from the TIME
100 community. Want more? Sign up for access to TIME 100
Talks, our virtual event series, featuring live conversations with
influential newsmakers.

CONTACT US AT LETTERS@TIME.COM.
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Ban Ki-Moon: The Lesson from COVID-19 is that We
Need More, Not Less, Global Cooperation / Opinion

BAN KI-MOON
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Coronavirus By'
The Numbers

Global leadership has been sorely absent in the face of the
gravest threat to human life in more than a century. Instead
of unity, there is political acrimony. Instead of heeding the
advice of experts, they are sidelined, undermined. Instead of
international co-operation, there is finger-pointing. COVID-19
has become a blame game of international politics.

| need not dwell on the consequences of this colossal,
collective failure of global leadership. The pandemic is still
spreading, its death toll now in the hundreds of thousands.
The global economy is at a standstill. Hundreds of millions
of people are unemployed, and as hunger grows, so will civil
strife. According to the UN, a quarter of a billion people may
starve this year. What progress we have made on reducing
poverty and malnutrition and our other social development
goals could be wiped out within months.

In our hyper-connected world, where misinformation spreads
faster than the virus, this blame game will get us nowhere.
Tweets are no substitute for good policies and political
action. It's time to put an end to political bickering and focus
on the job at hand: containing the pandemic. To further
politicize the current health emergency is not only immoral
and irresponsible; it is almost criminal.

Trust is the key to building an effective global response to
COVID-19. We know that measures to contain the virus
have been most effective in countries where citizens have
a high degree of trust in their governments. And we know
that global co-operation has succeeded in stopping deadly

pathogens in the past. Smallpox was eradicated with a
global immunization campaign led by the World Health
Organization. At a critical moment of an Ebola outbreak
in Africa in 2014, the UN Security Council pronounced it a
threat to international peace and security, and dispatched its
first ever mission to combat a disease.

If we have been unable to apply the lessons learnt
from previous epidemics, it is because trust between
governments, and in our multilateral institutions, is at its
lowest ebb. Never have we needed it more. Only by working
together will we be able to devise rapid responses to health
emergencies such as COVID-19. Shutting down borders and
cities, hoarding medical supplies, every man for himself: that
is not the answer.

We need new ways of working to rebuild trust in collective
action for the common good. A global platform, where
best practices and success stories and the most
updated data and information can be shared, would be
a good place to start. The platform would encourage all
stakeholders, including health professionals, researchers, the
pharmaceutical industry and policy-makers, to engage in a
professional and non-partisan way. It would be a first step
towards improving global coordination on rapid responses
to health emergencies, while building consensus on how to
prevent or deal with future ones.

We need international co-operation, too, on how to reopen
our economies and our borders safely. We need commonly
agreed international rules to allow travel to resume without
again becoming a vector for the deadly virus. And to achieve
this we need to tone down the politics and maximize
openness and co-operation based on the best available
information and data.

Secondly, when the time comes to rebuild, we must rebuild
better, with a different set of priorities. As Pope Francis
reminds us, nature never forgives. How can we presume to
remain healthy in a world that is sick? We need to invest in
public health, in social safety nets such as a minimum living
wage, in education, sanitation and clean water, in green
energy and climate action. In short, we must revive our
economies by investing in people and the planet. We can no
longer pursue short-term economic growth at the expense
of everything else. The Green Deal proposed by the European
Union is timely, but it is not a quick fix. In Europe and
elsewhere, we need a shift towards long-term green growth.
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Itis critical to design our Covid-19 recovery

for green challenges

Global society has been violently rocked but we must
collaborate to change behavior

Ban Kl-maepn FUNE 17 2000

The writer is a former UN secretary-general

Heading the UN gave me a new perspective on the world. In
a short time, | saw glaciers melting in Antarctica, devastating
floods in Thailand and Pakistan, the 2011 tsunami in Japan
and Hurricane Sandy in America. In September 2011, | met a
young boy in the South Pacific island of Kiribati who could not
sleep because he was worried that the rising sea would destroy
his home. | learnt that the biggest challenges humanity faces
are interlinked. | saw that surviving and emerging from a crisis
depends upon our ability to work together, beyond borders
and national interests. And | understood that our relationship
with nature will ultimately decide our fate. If we fail to keep the
equilibrium, the most vulnerable will suffer first and most.

These lessons have become front of mind again as Covid-19
spread quickly around a world that is more connected than
ever, yet increasingly divided and inward-looking. The pandemic
has shaken our global society to its foundations and tested
our ability to collaborate. Now, world leaders are committing
unprecedented funds to recovery packages. Their choices
will shape our economies and societies for decades, and
determine whether we breathe clean air, create a sustainable
low-carbon future and possibly even survive as a species. The
current pandemic has been brutal, but the challenges ahead
will be worse unless we design our recovery to address them.
Air pollution has made the impact of coronavirus significantly
worse and lies behind 7m deaths every year because of its
links to a host of other conditions. It has many of the same
root causes as climate change, which threatens our existence.
Equally, Covid-19 has shown what is possible when humanity
is faced with a tangible and fast-moving threat. Air quality

improved nearly instantly as a result of government lockdowns.
The rapid responses and widespread compliance show we
can change our behaviour if the health imperative and political
mandate exist. We know people want change. A new YouGov
poll commissioned by the Clean Air Fund shows at least two-
thirds of citizens in diverse locations around the world —
Bulgaria, India, Great Britain, Nigeria and Poland — support more
laws and enforcement to tackle air pollution. As economies
are restarted, a return to toxic air would simply replace one
health crisis with another. Governments will never have a better
chance to address these issues. They can structure bailouts to
wean the sectors they save off fossil fuels. They can prioritise
green jobs, renewable energy and clean technology. These
measures would pay for themselves many times over. There
are also specific steps they can take on clean air. Leaders of
some of the world's biggest cities, including London and Milan,
are already repurposing city centres to use cleaner energy and
technology. They are encouraging us to get out of our cars, to
make more journeys on foot, by bike or — in the long term —
via public transport, by investing in infrastructure that makes
this possible. These ideas need to be expanded and repeated
elsewhere, with backing from national governments.

Yet, we could miss this clear opportunity. Governments in
countries such as the US and China have lifted environmental
restrictions during the crisis; continued relaxation or simply
returning to business as usual would be disastrous. In my
country of the Republic of Korea, we are introducing a Green
New Deal that seeks a new way of life after the pandemic. We
want to tackle climate change and air pollution alongside other
elements of the UN sustainable development goals, such as
inequality and poverty, and to look beyond our borders. That is
why we are increasing co-operation with Japan and China to
address regional air pollution. But these promising first steps
will not be enough. In July, G20 finance ministers will meet to
review their collective response to the pandemic. On September
7, the UN is organising the first International Day of Clean Air
for Blue Skies. And attention is turning to the COP26 summit
in 2021, which feels like our last chance. Governments must
seize these opportunities to put clean air and climate justice at
the heart of recovery plans, in line with the 2015 Paris climate
agreement. This will not be easy, but it can and must be done.
The pandemic has taken a heavy toll, but it could be just be
a taste of things to come. We owe it to ourselves and future
generations to build back better.

B south China Morning 1hea
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Nuclear proliferation needs a multilateral response
just as much as the coronavirus pandemic

- The global nuclear weapons stockpile still stands at 13,400
warheads even three decades after the Cold War, with tensions
rising across the world

+ Pious words about Hiroshima and Nagasaki will ring hollow
if today’s nuclear powers do not take concrete steps to reduce
their arsenals

COVID-19 has shone a light on the acute vulnerabilities of our
interconnected world. No country can tackle the pandemic
alone, regardless of its size, strength or technological
sophistication. The only way to overcome the threat is through
international cooperation and transparency.

The same principles apply to an equally grave threat to the
future of humanity, albeit one that rarely dominates the news.
2020 marks the 75th anniversary of the dropping of atomic
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) has been effective for
the past 50 years, with 190 countries taking part.

Yet a nuclear conflict remains a clear and present danger today.
According to the latest report from the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute, the global nuclear weapons stockpile
still stands at 13,400 warheads even three decades after the
end of the Cold War.

Tensions are alarmingly high between the two nuclear states
of China and India after the deadly clashes between troops in
Ladakh's Galwan valley. Furthermore, India and its other nuclear-
armed neighbour Pakistan came frighteningly close to war in
2019 over the disputed territory of Kashmir.

When it comes to the Korean peninsula, US President Donald
Trump's attempts to build a personal rapport with North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un have yielded nothing in terms of concrete
progress toward North Korea's complete denuclearisation. On

the contrary, North Korea continues to strengthen its nuclear
capabilities and has never given up its ambition to acquire de
facto nuclear status.

All of this bodes ill when COVID-19 consumes world leaders’
attention and has put on hold the habitual rhythms and
practices of international diplomacy.

The nuclear threat was already growing in significance before
the pandemic after deliberate assaults on the multilateral
system launched by nationalist, isolationist and authoritarian
leaders. The US decision in 2019 to withdraw from the
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty was a myopic
and retrograde move that harks back to the Cold War and a
dangerous arms race on European soil and beyond.

In recent weeks, we have seen further alarming signals from
Washington that weaken the global architecture of arms control
and non-proliferation, including the announcement it intends to
withdraw from the Open Skies Treaty and even reports that it
is considering a resumption of nuclear testing after a 28-year
moratorium.

This year should have also been the occasion for the Non-
Proliferation Treaty Review Conference, which had to be
postponed because of COVID-19.

All parties to the NPT should not waste the time afforded by
this postponement and take concrete steps to meet their
obligations on disarmament and non-proliferation. Those
bearing the heaviest responsibility are the five permanent
members of the UN Security Council, which have consistently
failed to live up to their obligations on disarmament under
Article 6 of the NPT.

States should exert whatever pressure they can to convince the
US administration to agree to extend the New Strategic Arms
Reduction Treaty (New START) for five years. Its expiry would
mean no binding agreement on arms control between the two
nuclear superpowers — the United States and Russia — and
thus create a serious risk to global peace and security.

The US has suggested it wants to broaden New START to
include China. While it is important for China to be engaged in the
global disarmament discussion, it is disingenuous to make New
START's extension dependent on Beijing, given that its stockpiles
are one-twentieth the size of those of the US and Russia.

The US should instead accept the offer of Russian President
Vladimir Putin and immediately agree to an extension. China's
inclusion can be separately negotiated subsequently.

An effective, rules-based multilateral system is the world’s
insurance policy against existential threats, from pandemics to
climate change to nuclear weapons.

Pious words about the victims of Hiroshima and Nagasaki will
ring hollow if today’s nuclear powers do not take concrete steps
to reduce their arsenals and invest in a robust global arms
control architecture.
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Returning to Multilateralism

BAN KI-MOON

For 75 years, the United Nations has provided an imperfect but
unrivaled global forum for advancing peace, prosperity, and
human rights, standing as a bulwark against another world
war. But the COVID-19 pandemic presents the world's premier
multilateral body with its biggest challenge yet.

NEW YORK — COVID-19 has shone a light on the acute
vulnerabilities of a deeply interconnected world. No country,
regardless of its size, wealth, or technological sophistication,
can tackle this crisis alone.

Owing to the pandemic, the United Nations General Assembly
this month is being held under exceptional circumstances, with
heads of state participating “virtually” rather than traveling to
New York City. The unique nature of this year's gathering should
serve as a reminder that the only way to overcome the threat
of COVID-19 is through international cooperation, transparency,
and adherence to shared rules and regulations.

It is a poignant irony that the pandemic has struck on the
UN’s 75th anniversary. Born from the wreckage of World War
Il = a wholly human-made calamity — the world’s premier
international forum embodied post-war leaders’ determination
that future generations must be spared from the kind of
suffering they had witnessed.

In the Middle East and other conflict-riven regions, the UN and
its principles of multilateral cooperation remain indispensable
for finding long-term, sustainable solutions that will guarantee
peace, stability, and prosperity. The principles of international
law are the bedrock of our global order, providing a crucial
framework for defending rights and exercising power in the
face of global challenges.

We can see this clearly in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, which
has lasted for almost as long as the UN itself. The best solution
will be two states — Israel and Palestine — for the two peoples,
based on the internationally recognized pre-1967 borders and
in accordance with UN Security Council Resolutions 242 and
2334, among others.

The recent establishment of diplomatic relations between
Israel and two Gulf countries, the United Arab Emirates and
Bahrain, is a significant political development that | hope can
help overcome decades of estrangement and mistrust. But |
still believe that the only way to achieve true “normalization”
between Israel and the Arab world is for all parties to work
toward a durable two-state solution that delivers peace, justice,
dignity, and security to Palestinians and Israelis alike. People's
inalienable rights should never be bartered away by others.

In 1945, many hoped that the world had finally learned the
lessons of two disastrous world wars. In the words of the UN
Charter, the body was created to “save succeeding generations
from the scourge of war,” and to pursue peaceful and inclusive
paths to global prosperity and democracy. The web of UN-
centered international covenants and institutions that have
been established since then is far from perfect. Yet, for more
than seven decades, it has decisively supported the pursuit

of peace, security, human rights, and economic and social
improvements around the world.

To highlight this legacy, The Elders — a group of independent

global leaders founded by Nelson Mandela, of which | have the

honor to serve as Deputy Chair — recently released a report on

the defense of multilateralism. In it, we issued five calls to action

for today’s leaders:

- Recommit to the values of the UN Charter;

- Empower the UN to fulfill its mandate for collective action on
peace and security;

- Strengthen health systems to tackle COVID-19 and prepare
for future pandemics;

- Demonstrate greater ambition on climate change to meet the
Paris agreement targets,

- Mobilize support for all of the Sustainable Development Goals.

All countries must recognize that the only way to achieve
these objectives is through effective multilateralism, which is
ultimately in everyone's interest. More often than not, the UN's
failure to meet its stated goals has been the result of member
states — particularly but not exclusively the five permanent
members of the Security Council (the United States, the
United Kingdom, France, Russia, China) — not meeting their
responsibilities. When countries place narrow national interests
above common priorities, everyone loses out.

To be sure, this past July, | welcomed the UN Security Council's
unanimous adoption of Resolution 2532, which called for a
global ceasefire to avert further humanitarian catastrophes
in the context of the pandemic. | also strongly supported this
initiative when UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres first
proposed it in March. Yet | was disappointed to see so many
valuable months wasted in arguments over the details of the
text.

Squabbles over semantics in the face of bloody conflicts and an
unprecedented pandemic sent a terrible message to the global
public. Beyond the direct health effects, the economic fallout
from the crisis will be long-lasting and severe, creating ripple
effects that will be felt in many fragile and conflict-affected
parts of the world for some time to come. This was no time to
play diplomatic hardball.

Since then, the World Food Programme has warned that we
may be headed for the worst humanitarian crisis since WWII,
with as many as 600,000 children likely to die from famine and
malnutrition in hard-hit countries like Yemen, Somalia, Nigeria,
and South Sudan.

The COVID-19 crisis is a somber reminder of our common
human bonds and vulnerabilities. If we fail to respond to the
pandemic and other shared threats with a renewed sense
of solidarity and collective action, we will have dishonored
the victims of the virus and betrayed the hopes that the UN's
founding generation had for us.
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